A methodology for resource allocation in health care for South Africa. Part IV. Application of South African Health Resource Allocation formula.
The primary concern of this concluding article in a series is the application of the South African Health Resource Allocation (SAHRA) formula proposed in the previous article (SAMJ 1990; 77: 456-459). Target allocations based on this formula are compared with current budgets to estimate the extent of geographical maldistribution of health care resources. Under the present health service structure, the direction of redistribution of these resources should be from the provinces to 'homelands'. A number of refinements to the crude formula, such as the introduction of a more rational regionalisation policy and accounting for the teaching commitments of academic hospitals, are considered and their effects illustrated. Despite data deficiencies and the wide range of possible technical modifications to SAHRA, the concept of basing resource allocation decisions on an internationally applied formula is worthy of public debate.